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  INTRODUCTION 
  ‘The Church’ is one of a series of articles presenting the history of the Places, 

People and Activities of Church Point.  The historical information presented in ‘The 
Church’ article clarifies and preserves the history of Pittwater and provides a sound 
basis for further research. 

 1.1 Background 
This is the history of the creation of a church built on land donated by William Oliver 
at southern Pittwater and its demise after 60 years of servicing the community. 

 1.2 Location 
From 1872 to 1932 a weatherboard church stood upon the point where Pittwater 
Road now meets McCarrs Creek Road.  Situated upon elevated land above the 
roadside, the church overlooked Pittwater.  

Over time, the point and the locality became known as Church Point owing to the 
church landmark.  The church was built in a prominent position suitable for land and 
water access, visible from Scotland Island and the lower western shores of Pittwater. 

 1.3 Authorship 
Peter Altona, resident of Church Point, has been involved in affairs concerning 
Church Point for over a decade and now, as a retired architect, is keen to document 
a concise and accurate history that may assist in the awareness and appreciation of 
historical factors and features at Church Point. 

Sue Gould, resident of Coasters Retreat, is a historian of Pittwater dedicated to 
researching primary sources and committed to preserving the integrity of the history 
of Pittwater. 

The information contained in the series of articles on Church Point is provided freely 
and without restriction for the benefit of those interested in the history of Church 
Point and it is therefore requested that this gift not be abused nor used for 
commercial gain. 

 1.4 Acknowledgements 
George & Shelagh Champion, eminent Historians of the northern peninsula of 
Sydney, have kindly provided research and support to the project.  

 1.5 Methodology 
As a principle, primary sources are used where possible to present a non-interpretive 
historical record.  To assist the reader, references are attached to the information 
rather than presented as a bibliography.  When historical research reveals conflicting 
information the Authors have chosen the most reliable source.  

Spellings vary with Olliver and Oliver, the latter being used in recent source material. 

 1.6 References 
NSW Registry of Births, Deaths & Marriages 
NSW State Records, Kingswood 
SMH: Sydney Morning Herald, Newspaper, Sydney 
The Mercury, Newspaper, Hobart 
Australasian Wesleyan – Methodist Magazine, 1860 -1895 
Harold Brees: The Pittwater & Hawkesbury Lakes Album, 1880 
Maybanke Anderson: The Story of Pittwater, R.A.H.S. Journal Vol VI Part IV, 1920 
Samuel Morrison: Early Pittwater Reminiscences, M.W.& P. Historical Society May 
1929 
J.S.N. Wheeler: The Early Days of Bayview, Newport, R.A.H.S. Journal Vol 26 Pt 4, 
1940 
Percy. W. Gledhill: Manly and Pittwater. Its Beauty and Progress, 1947 
Alan Corbett: Church Point and McCarrs Creek 
Guy & Joan Jennings: Mona Vale Stories 



Church Point History - Places, People & Activities  

THE CHURCH 

Peter Altona & Sue Gould 28 November 2011 Page 4 of 12 

 2.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
 2.1 A Church to Service the Community 

  In the late 1860s families were becoming well established on waterfront properties 
along the southern and western shores of Pittwater.  Tracks connected some 
properties but generally access was by water.  As there were no churches for 
worship or any local cemetery ground for burials, services were conducted by the 
waterside and some burials occurred on private land. 

As the population increased throughout the Lane Cove district and the road access 
improved to the southern Pittwater communities, active pioneers of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church were providing support for the erection of places of worship, 
cemeteries and schools. 

In 1871 William Oliver, a Pittwater farmer with a long association with the Lane Cove 
District, made a donation of one acre of his property on the point at the entrance of 
McCarrs Creek for the erection of a church.   

In September 1871 ownership of this waterfront acre was transferred to seven 
trustees, and construction of the church commenced with the support of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church.  

History of Methodist Church Told By Rev. R.H. Doust 

Rev. R. H. Doust stated that the first Methodist Church in Manly held its opening 
ceremony on 5 February 1887.  “The founding of Methodism in the Manly district, 
however antedated this event by about ten years. The first preaching centre in the 
area appears to have been Church Point, Pittwater, where services were begun over 
60 years ago.  The preaching appointments were supplied from the North Sydney-
Gordon circuit.  When Manly was constituted a circuit, Church Point was included 
within its boundaries.” (SMH 6 February 1937 P.12) 

 2.2 The Wesleyan Circuits 

  The Wesleyan Methodist Circuits of St Leonards and Manly 

In 1870 the Wesleyan Church established its St. Leonards Circuit as an independent 
circuit with the Rev. F.W. Ward as superintendent.  (Before this, the St Leonards 
Circuit was part of the central York-street Circuit). 

The St. Leonards Circuit covered the Districts of St. Leonards (now North Sydney), 
Willoughby, Lane Cove (now Gordon), Hornsby (now Normanhurst), South Colah 
and Pittwater (now Church Point). 
About 1872 Rev. Edward J. Rodd was appointed superintendent minister of the 
St. Leonards Circuit and was known for riding a grey horse to his appointments, 
some of them nearly 30 miles away. 

The ministers who followed included Rev. J.G. Middleton (1874), Rev. C. Stead 
(1877-1879), Rev. Frank Firth (1880 –1881) and Rev. J. E. Carruthers (1882-1884).  
The Ministers were assisted by laymen who performed services.  In 1882 
Rev. Carruthers was the only Wesleyan minister stationed on the North Shore. 

William Henry McKeown of Lane Cove was a pioneer Wesleyan and an active 
layman with a keen interest in the spiritual welfare of the inhabitants of the 
St. Leonards circuit. 

The establishment of a Wesleyan Church at Pittwater predated the first Wesleyan 
Church at Manly by some fifteen years. 
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 3.0 CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 
 3.1 Early Church Services at Pittwater 

 1860s Open Air Church Services  

“..it was not in a building of any sort that Pittwater folk first met to unite in public 
worship.  The first religious service was held under the loquat trees, a few of which 
are still standing, near the creek beyond the Bayview Post Office, where Mr 
MacIntosh had invited his friends and neighbours to meet on a Sunday morning sixty 
or seventy years ago.” (Maybanke Anderson, 1920, P.186) 

William Henry McKeown and George McIntosh, conduct open-air church services 
under the loquat trees in the area today known as Bayview. (J.S.N. Wheeler P.330) 

 1861 George McIntosh marries William Henry McKeown’s daughter, Ann Jane. 

 1870 On 20 December 1870, Thomas Albert Oliver, the son of William Oliver, marries 
Martha Shaw under the loquat trees in the area now known as Bayview.  
Rev. Frederick William Ward conducts the service.  
(Gay Halstead – The Story of St. Ives P.271) 

 1871 First Church at Pittwater 

On 21 September 1871 the almost completed church known as St John the Baptist 
Church of England, has its opening by license with about 100 present. This neat 
wooden building, measuring 30 feet by 16 feet, is built on a site given by Mr. Edward 
Darley near Bongin Bongin Beach (now Mona Vale Beach) overlooking the ocean. 
(SMH 2 October 1871 P.3) 

 3.2 Land Donated for a Church at McCarrs Creek 

 

1871 William Oliver Donates One Acre for a Church 

On 25 January 1871, shortly after the official land grant of 66 acres to William Oliver, 
Oliver donates one acre for the construction of a church. 

One Acre Transfer to Seven Trustees. 

On 28 September 1871 the one acre donation transfers to seven Trustees with 
William Oliver as one of the Trustees.  Six of the trustees are farmers and residents 
of Pittwater and one trustee, William Henry McKeown, is a farmer and resident of 
Lane Cove (Gordon).  The Certificate of Title of Joint Tenancy 127 - 210 is dated 8 
November 1871. 

(For further information on the Trustees refer to article on ‘The Church Acre’) 

Fig 2: Land Grants at Church Point 3.3 A Church is Built 

 1871 A Church to be Built at Pittwater 

At the Financial District Meeting of the Wesleyan Methodist Church held at Sydney 
on 17 November 1871, it is recorded that at Pittwater, a small wooden church is to be 
built upon an acre of land kindly given for that purpose by Mr. Olliver.  Mr. McKeown, 
one of the trustees of the acre of land, is present at the meeting.  
(SMH 25 November 1871 P.9) 

 1872 Wesleyan Society Meeting Report 

On 10 April 1872 the 13th Annual Meeting of the Wesleyan Church Sustentation and 
Extension Society is held in the York Street Church, Sydney.  At the meeting the 
chairman expresses that the object of the society is to lead to co-operation on the 
part of the various circuits in the colony and they would be able to do much more 
when united than they could possibly do single-handed.  The object the society had 
in view was the common extension of the Church.  The Thirteenth Annual Report of 
the finances for the year 1871 is presented at the meeting.  The report includes, “The 
following buildings were in course of erection at the end of the year: - Balmain, 
weatherboard church, to cost (including land) £360; Willoughby, church, stone, to 
cost £325; Pittwater, church, wood, to cost £50; ….”  (SMH 12 April 1872, P3) 

Oliver
66a

W
ell

er 
40

a
Cap

e 4
0a

Brown 41a
McIntosh Snr
200a

M
cC

ar
r s

Cree
k

Thompson

Lovett Bay

Oliver

Oliver

Wood

Gracey

Baker

Doran
40a

Walker
40a

Crew

Bryant



Church Point History - Places, People & Activities  

THE CHURCH 

Peter Altona & Sue Gould 28 November 2011 Page 6 of 12 

 1873 Wesleyan Society Meeting Report 

At the annual meeting of the Wesleyan Church Sustentation and Extension Society 
held at York-street, Sydney on 30 April 1873, the churches built in the St. Leonards 
Circuit of the Wesleyan Church during 1872 are recorded.  ...“The following churches 
have been completed during the year: …. Willoughby (St. Leonards), stone, cost  
£400, debt £...;  Pitt Water (St. Leonards), weatherboard, cost £60, debt £25; …” 
(SMH 1 May, 1873, P5) 

 3.4 The Church Servicing the Community 

 1880 W.H. McKeown Purchases 23 acres beside the ‘Church Acre’  

On 18 June 1880, William Henry McKeown, fruiterer of Lane Cove, one of the 
Trustees of the ‘church acre’, purchases 23 acres 3r 0p, (an eastern part of 
Portion 25) on the point of Pittwater and McCarrs Creek. 

Church Services 

Frank Firth, Superintendent Minister of St. Leonards Wesleyan Circuit and 
Mr. McKeown, “…visit Pittwater to conduct divine service every other week”. 
(Rev. F. Firth’s letter to Minister for Public Instruction, dated 14 August 1880, 
NSW State Records, Kingswood). 

Church & Tombstones 

 “… a pretty building, evidently a church with tombstones around, showed the 
ordinances of religion are not forgotten there…”  
(Pittwater & Hawkesbury Lakes Album) 

Applications for a School 

An “Application for the establishment of a Provisional School at Pittwater” dated 
July 1880, signed by the “Local Committee, Frank Firth, and W.H. McKeown”, is sent 
to the Department of Public Instruction.  The Application records 22 children to attend 
the school and their religious denominations are 11 Wesleyan, 10 Church of England 
and 1 Roman Catholic. 

A subsequent “Application for Aid to a Provisional School at Pittwater” dated 
29 October 1880, is signed by promoters of the school, “Rev. F. Firth, Wes. Minister 
and William Henry McKeown, Orange Grower, Wesleyan”. 

As part of this Application the Wesleyan Church is offered free for 12 months and a 
lease be given if required at a rental of 1 shilling per annum.  The church building is 
described as 25 feet by 18 feet, weatherboard, in a very good state of repair and able 
to accommodate 50 pupils. 

 1881 A School is Established in the Church. 

In response to residents of Pittwater making requests for a school and offer of the 
use of the weatherboard church for school premises, the Department of Public 
Instruction establishes the Pittwater Provisional School and provides a teacher.  In 
1884 the Provisional School status changes to a Public School with Samuel Morrison 
appointed as the schoolteacher. 

 1882 Burial of William Oliver at the Cemetery on the ‘Church Acre’ 

The burial of William Oliver takes place in the Wesleyan Burial Ground at Pittwater.  

At the burial, W.H. McKeown acts for the Minister and William Oliver’s son, Thomas, 
acts as undertaker (Death Certificate No: 1104/1882). 

 1883 The Name ‘Church Point’ 

The use of the name ‘Church Point’ appears in the Sydney Morning Herald 
newspaper.  
(SMH 2 June 1883 P.9.) 

  Church Services. 

“During 1883, services were held in the church every alternate Sunday morning.”  
(P.W. Gledhill) 
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 1883 A Jetty is Required at Church Point 

Dr. Tibbits of Petersham, a medical practitioner, makes a deputation to the Colonial 
Secretary on 1 June 1883 for a jetty to be constructed on Church Point for the benefit 
of children going to school and persons attending church. (SMH 2 June 1883 P.9)   

Tibbits’ land of 40 acres (part of Portion 25), purchased February 1883, is situated on 
the west side of the ‘church acre’. 

In 1885 a wharf is built.  “The completion of the Government Wharf at Church Point, 
Pitt Water, will prove a great benefit to the residents in that district.  The wharf is a 
substantial wooden structure, and boats drawing 11ft of water will be able to come 
alongside at high tide.” (SMH 4 July 1885, P.11) 

 1888 The Church is No Longer Required for the School 

The Pittwater Public School ceases using the church as a school.  The new school 
premises completed in February 1888 are located on Bay View Road, less than 
¼ mile to the east of the Wesleyan church. 

Samuel Morrison continues as the schoolteacher. 

 1891 Scandalous Behaviour at the Church 

“A SACRILEGEOUS SCANDAL   - Manly, near Sydney, has been scandalised by a 
report furnished by the local Wesleyan minister, Mr Lucas, to the effect that a party of 
local picnickers, including a Sydney alderman and his wife, recently broke into a 
chapel-of-ease at Church Point, Bay View, and committed certain acts of sacrilege.  
A local resident declares that the party ‘having entered the building, removed all the 
forms and seats played ‘devil’s music’ on the harmonium and danced and sang in a 
most reckless manner.  The minister declares that the church door was locked, but 
the picknickers say the door was unlocked, and they entered for shelter from the rain. 
The gentlemen of the party have offered to the police to square the matter with a 
donation to the Church; but the minister is not inclined to thus condone ‘an outrage 
on religion’ and intimates that he will send a lawyer’s letter to the offenders.” 
(The Mercury, Hobart, Tasmania, 10 November 1891) 

 1890s Lay Reader 

Mr. J. C. Wheeler, a lay reader takes the services occasionally at Church Point at 
3pm on Sunday afternoon. (Recollection of J.S.N. Wheeler, P331)  

“Mr. E. P. Field and Mr. J. C. W. Wheeler, members of the Lay Readers’ Association, 
having passed the necessary examination, will be formally admitted as lay readers at 
a service which is to be held at St. Andrews Cathedral on the 21st instant.”  
(SMH 17 Feb 1894 P.10). 

 1898 Sunday School Teacher. 

Mrs Emma Morrison teaches at the Sunday School at Church Point in the morning. 
(Recollection of J.S.N. Wheeler P. 331) 

Emma Morrison, the daughter of Frederick Chave, is the wife of Samuel Morrison, 
schoolteacher of Pittwater Public School. 

 1900s Adherents of the Church 

“Three well known adherents of the church were Alfred Smith, who attended the 
services from the year 1901, and for many years acted as the chapel keeper… 
Miss Ethel Morrison, and Miss Eva Ireland, were organists in the early days of this 
century.” (P.W. Gledhill). 

Alfred Smith resided at ‘Kuringai House’ at Church Point.  Ethel Morrison was the 
daughter of the schoolmaster Samuel Morrison and Eva Ireland was the daughter of 
Jonathan Ireland.  Both young ladies were residents of the Church Point 
neighbourhood. 

 1908 New Methodist Church at Mona Vale 

A Methodist Church is opened at Mona Vale on 15 January 1908.  This church is 
built on the corner of Pittwater Road and Akuna Lane.  
(Mona Vale Stories, Guy & Joan Jennings) 
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1908 Church Point Estate 

Water frontages are advertised of the ‘Church Point Estate’, situated close to 
(and west of) the Methodist Church.  (SMH 19 December 1908 P.25) 

 
Fig 3: Extract from ‘Church Point 
Estate’ auction plan 1909 

1909 Church Point Estate Auction 

The ‘Church Point Estate’ (part of Portion 25), is put to auction on 20 November 
1909.  The 13 lots for sale are to the west of the ‘church acre’.  The plan promoting 
the estate shows the position of the church opposite the Church Point Wharf and 
alongside the ‘Road 33 ft. wide from Lane Cove’ at the intersection with Quarter 
Sessions Road (now McCarrs Creek Road) and the Main Road to Manly 
(now Pittwater Road).  

 

 

 

Fig 4: Extract from ‘Terminus 
Estate’ auction plan 1912 

1912 Pittwater Terminus Estate Auction 

The ‘Pittwater Terminus Estate’ (part of Portion 25) is put to auction on 
31 October 1912.  The 8 lots for sale are to the east of the ‘church acre’.  The plan 
promoting the estate shows the position of the church opposite the jetty, boatshed, 
store and Post Office, alongside ‘Lane Cove Road’ near the intersection with Bay 
View Road (now Pittwater Road). 

 
Fig 5: Methodist Church (State Library Victoria) 

 1920 The Church is Seldom Used 

“At the end of the ever curving and picturesque road a little church still stands.  The 
land at Church Point was given to the Wesleyan body by William Oliver, and on it one 
of the first buildings erected in Pittwater for public worship was built………It is now 
seldom used, for it is no longer central, and a more substantial church at Mona Vale 
has taken its place.” (Maybanke Anderson, 1920 P.186) 

 1921 Simpson’s Garden Estate Auction 

The ‘Simpson’s Garden Estate’ (part of Portion 25) is put to auction on 26 January 
1921.  The 46 lots for sale are to the east of the ‘church acre’.  The plan promoting 
the estate shows the position of the church alongside a ‘Road 33ft wide’, near the 
intersection with Quarter Sessions Road (now McCarrs Creek Road) and Bay View 
Road (now Pittwater Road). 
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Fig 6: Extract from ‘Simpson’s 
Garden Estate’ auction plan 
1921 

 

  

Fig 7: Methodist Church c 1925 

1925 Services 

In 1925 it is recorded on the notice board that Divine Service is held on the fourth 
Sunday in the month and on Holiday Sundays at 3 pm. (P.W. Gledhill P.122) 

 3.5 The Church Becomes Neglected 

 1926 Historical Society Visit 

“Members of the Manly, Warringah, and Pittwater Historical Society on Saturday 
afternoon made a pilgrimage to historic spots in the Pittwater district.  The party, 
numbering 24, proceeded to Church Point, and inspected the old Methodist Church 
and cemetery.  Mr. P.W. Gledhill, honorary secretary of the society, delivered a 
lecture on the early history of Pittwater.  He said that the church was opened in 1872, 
and that the land for the cemetery was given by William Oliver.” The party also visited 
Barrenjoey. (SMH 22 November 1926 P.10) 

Fig 8: Methodist Church c1926  
(P.W. Gledhill) 
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 1926 Effort Needed To Restore Church 

Mr. J.S.N. Wheeler sends a letter to the Editor of the Herald following the SMH 
Report of the Historical Society Pilgrimage.  He states, “…. I may state I was a 
member of the party, and noticed the dilapidated condition of the old church at 
Church Point.  The cemetery is sadly neglected, and requires fencing and other 
repairs, while the building itself needs painting.  As I understand services are to be 
resumed shortly.  It would appear advisable that the Methodist Church authorities 
should make an effort to restore the building and land to its one time orderly 
condition, so that the old church may again become an attractive place of worship for 
residents and visitors in the Pittwater district.”  (SMH 26 November 1926 P.12) 

 
 

1927 Church in Disrepair 

Gertrude Mack writes about Church Point, “I was at the point, and there, some 20ft 
above the road, and crazily perched on rough stone piles, was the little church, which 
gave the point its name. 

Over 50 years ago two devout members of the Methodist Church felt the need of a 
house of worship when at their week-end homes in the country – and Pittwater was a 
very long way from the city in those days – and it was due to their efforts that the tiny 
weatherboard church was built.  From long distances the congregation rode on 
horseback or drove out in sulkies to the Sunday service.  Until the last year or so the 
church has been used regularly, services being held by ministers of different 
denominations each Sunday.  But it became evident that week-enders feel differently 
towards the Sabbath nowadays, and the church is no longer used and has been 
allowed to fall into disrepair.  

The graveyard too, is neglected and overgrown with weeds, though here and there a 
bunch of lately placed flowers showed remembrance of long dead friends. 

But the fences are broken, and old graves hidden beneath a tangle of vines.  
Neglected fences are a depressing sight, but I rather liked the wildness and the 
tangled vines: they added to the sense of peace, and left the sleepers quiet and 
undisturbed.  Behind the church a steep, high hill challenged my climbing powers .” 
(SMH 10 Sept 1927 P.8) 

Note: Gertrude Mack, born 1880, was the daughter of Rev. Hans Mack one of the 
“early and pioneer ministers of the Wesleyan Church”.  (SMH 2 Dec 1930 P.13)  Her 
uncle, Benjamin James Jnr., owned 23 acres 3r 0p (part of Portion 25) on the east 
side of the ‘church acre’ from 1884 to 1887. 

 1928 Samuel Morrison Recollects 

“William Oliver gave the Methodist Church an acre of ground on the understanding 
that a church would be built there at an early date. … The weatherboard building that 
is now propped up, was used until quite recently as a place of worship.” (Samuel 
Morrison, Paper for M.W.& P. Historical Society, 16 May 1928) 

Fig 9: The Church SMH 1930 

1930 

 

Proposal to Demolish the Church 

“A proposal to demolish the old Methodist Church at Church Point, Pittwater, is 
criticised on the score that it should be preserved on account of its historic 
associations.” (SMH 19 March 1930 P.16) 

Reverend Carruthers Recollects 

Rev. Dr. James E. Carruthers of Cremorne writes: “ It was my privilege to minister in 
the building 48 years ago, and to hear its history up to that point from its founder, 
Mr. W.H. McKeown, of Pymble, originally called Lane Cove.  At that time referred to 
(1882), Pittwater was attached to what was then called the St Leonards Circuit, now 
known as North Sydney.  The services were conducted on alternate Sunday 
mornings, principally by local preachers, the minister taking an appointment, possibly 
once a quarter.  The congregation was small, as the then residents were few in 
number, and belonging to several other denominations. Collections were meagre, not 
paying for the proverbial horse-shoeing of the preacher’s horse.  The church was 
built in the year 1872, and was an outcome of the interest taken in the spiritual 
welfare of the neighbourhood by Mr. W.H. McKeown, of Lane Cove, and 
Mr. B. James. Jun., of Sydney.  Both of these gentlemen had a small landed interest 
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in the neighbourhood of Pittwater.  Mr. McKeown invariably supplied the saddlehorse 
to take the preacher to the service. ... The old church has been disused for several 
years, and is not likely to be again required for its original purpose.”  
(SMH 22 March 1930)  

Note: The Rev. Dr. James E. Carruthers was a distinguished member of the 
Methodist Church in Australia.  He died in 1932 aged 84 and had served his church 
in almost every capacity for more than 50 years.  His second wife was Emily, the 
daughter of Mr. W. H. McKeown, a pioneer of the North Sydney District of the 
Methodist Church. 

 1930 Historical Society Supports Restoration of the Church. 

Percy Walter Gledhill of the Manly Warringah and Pittwater Historical Society writes, 
”In the cemetery lie many pioneers who passed away about half a century ago, and 
such a place enkindles in one’s memory the lines of Gray’s Elegy:- ‘Each in his 
narrow cell for ever laid, The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep…’ 

(The fact that)… the minister could only visit this church about once a quarter 
accounts for the burials in this God’s Acre being taken by the Rev. R.S. Willis, M.A. 
incumbent of St Matthew’s Church of England, Manly up to 1890 and therefore the 
records of these burials are contained in the Church of England burial register at 
Manly. 

It is to be trusted that the demolition of this church will not be proceeded with, but 
that it will be restored, and again used for public worship, as the population is 
growing, and the nearest church is three miles away.  This will save this historic 
place from going into oblivion.  I have approached the church authorities with the 
hope that something may be done at the eleventh hour: even five members of my 
society (The Manly, Warringah & Pittwater Historical Society) having approached me 
to the effect that they are willing to spend a few Saturdays, if a conveyance can be 
provided, to help to restore this building.  I close with the following appropriate words 
from Scripture – ‘Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set.’ “  
(SMH 5 April 1930 P.9) 

Fig 10: The Church SMH 1932 

1932 The Church is Demolished 

“OLD CHURCH DEMOLISHED.  The demolition of the old Methodist Church at 
Church Point, Pittwater, which was criticised on the score that the building should be 
preserved on account of its historical associations, has been completed during the 
last few days.  The residents of the district were far from being unanimous 
concerning the wisdom of the decision, especially in view of the fact that the nearest 
church is three miles away, and those who opposed it were supported by the Manly, 
Warringah and Pittwater Historical Society.  The erection of the church was 
accomplished through the efforts of Messrs. George McIntosh and Wm. Henry 
McKeown, who conducted services at Bayview under a tree.  This prompted 
Mr. W. M. Oliver, an early settler in the district, to give an acre of land for church 
services.  The little church was erected in 1872 at a cost of £60, and the district of 
Church point derives its name from this little wooden house of worship, although in 
many early records it is spoken of as Chapel Point.  For several years the building 
was used on week days as a public school, and in 1887 was visited by Sir Henry 
Parkes, whose signature appears in the old visitors’ book.” (SMH 6 April 1932 P.15) 

 3.6 Recollections 
  Description of Interior of Church 

The church had an ornate pulpit, pews, coconut matting on the floor and a single 
manual pedal organ. (Alan Corbett) 
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Fig 11: Plan location of demolished Church 
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3 July 1967. Easement for Water Supply 
No. K818517 3.05w (vide DP 232467)

McC
ARRS CREEK ROAD

Cemetery - Lot C
1941:1r. 17p (1441.71 sq m)
Current: 1180 sq m app

Quarter Sessions Reserve
Lot 15/15A DP 10583 (DP232467)
Combined area 1240 sqm
Zone 6(a) Existing Recreation A
Geotechnical Hazard
PLEP-Foreshore Scenic Protection Area
& tree preservation

Spotte
d Gum Forest

Lot B
38.75p = 980.1 sq m

Road Reservation

Oliver's 1 acre Grant subdivided 1941
Lot A 38.75p =   980.1 sqm
Lot B 38.75p =   980.1 sqm
Lot C 1r.17p  = 1441.7 sqm
Total 0.84ac = 3401.9 sqm
Note balance of 1 ac taken for Road Reserve

Lot A
38.75p = 980.1 sq m

Approximate 
location of original 
Church.
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